1649] RELATION OF 164849 99

Be this as it may, he has left behind him with us
the example of all his virtues; and with all the Sav-
ages, even the Infidels, so tender an affection for his
memory, that I may say in truth that he has ravished
the hearts of all those who have ever known him.

A part of those who had escaped from the capture
and burning of that Mission of Saint Joseph came to
take refuge near our house of Sainte Marie. The
number of those who had there been [17] killed or
taken captive was probably about seven hundred
souls, mostly women and children; the number of
those who escaped was much greater. We tried to
assist them out of our poverty,—to clothe the naked,
and to feed those poor people, who were dying of
hunger; to mourn with the afflicted, and to console
them with the hope of Paradise. If only God receive
his glory from our losses they will always be a source
of gladness to us; and that is enough for us, what-
ever it may cost us, provided that we see the number
of the Elect increase for eternity, since it is for
Heaven that we labor, and not for the earth.



